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Abstract

The paper aims to understand the contestation of
development discourse of the anti-port project movement
in Tha Sa La, Nakhon Si Thammarat. It focuses on discourse
and discursive practice of the movement both in local and
national fields. Apart from strugsling via existing structural
mechanism likes Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, National Human Right Commission of
Thailand, new structural opportunity likes Community-
Health Impact Assessment, the movement also constructed
the discourses and discursive practices to delegitimize the
project. Started from the side-effect of the project and bad
governance of the project owner, based on the
environmental impact assessment report, the discourse of
‘empty sea’ was constructed and served as the target. After
the Community-Health Impact Assessment finished, the
discourse of ‘golden bay’ was constructed as a binary.
Lastly, the discourse of ‘protecting food production area’
was presented as alternative development for the
movement. Finally, the project was cancelled by the owner,
although there was no strong evidence to prove the victory
of the movement, the discourse analysis indicated that the
contesting discourse of the movement led to mobilize more

resources, alliances and legitimacy of the movement.

Keywords: discourse, discursive practice, social movement
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